
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



644 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

serve — that of creating the habit of concrete, definite expression. It 

soon becomes quite plain to the youngsters that Kipling gains a great 

deal of the force by his concreteness, as in: "they were so hungry they 

ate rats and beetles and rock-rabbits"; "he took flour and water and 

currants and plums and sugar and things, and made himself one cake 

which was two feet across and three feet thick"; and "the elephant's 

child asked questions about everything that he saw or heard or felt or 

smelt or touched." With such illustrations in mind they no longer 

have their hero go "a long distance" or locate the story in "a small 

town"; the long distance becomes five dreary miles, and the small town, 

Cartersville. 

Eva A. Rumbley 



PARAGRAPHS AS TRAINS 

Frequently my students, in fun or perhaps in jest, refer to the passing 
trains as "paragraphs." An explanation may be found in the following 
comparison which, with good results, I often enlarge upon in the class- 
room. 

A paragraph is like a train. The train must have an engine just as 

a paragraph must have a topic sentence, for as the engine supplies the 

power for the one, so the topic sentence holds the dynamic for the other. 

Just as a train is made up of a number of different kinds of cars, so a 

paragraph is composed of a variety of sentences. As in the one, however, 

the cars must be closely linked, so in the other the sentences must be 

smoothly joined. As a train must run along a well-prepared track, 

which has been cut through the hills and bridged over the streams, so 

the paragraph must follow a well-defined line of thought which has 

smoothed out the rough places and filled in the valleys. As the one 

carries the commerce and travel of the world, so the other conveys the 

thoughts and ideas of the mind. 

L. W. Crawford, Jr. 

Emory and Henry College 
Emory, Va. 



COMPOSITION THAT SEEMED WORTH WHILE 

Not all high-school pupils write perfunctorily, though I readily 
admit that many of them do. Very few of us, however, do anything 
with enthusiasm unless it happens to fit our fancy or appeals to us as 
being especially worth while. Composition work has to be vital or 
ten to one the pupil will find it more lifeless than Latin — if one thing 



